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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CHESHAM 


Tel:  Che sham  2622 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Che sham, 

Bucks  o 

September  I968 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Chesham  Urban  District  Council 


Dear  Members, 

In  my  report  for  I966  I mentioned  the  role  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  in  connection  with  the  other  medical  services,  notably  the 
National  Health  Service.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  also  has  public  health  responsibilities  beyond  the 
traditional  medico-pathological  interests.  These  are  best  summed  up 
in  the  phrases  "human  biology"  and  "social  medicine".  Every  doctor 
starts  his  professional  education  outside  hospital  with  studies  of 
biology,  botany,  zoology,  physiology  and  anatomy  (including  comparative 
anatomy) . This  is  usually  forgotten  or  subconsciously  ignored  by 
the  general  public  or  even  eschewed  by  some  professional  authorities. 
But  initially  at  least  a medical  man  is  a biologist.  He  may  have 
been  beguiled  by  the  rewards  and  demands  of  his  sick  clientele  but 
he  remains  a naturalist  of  the  human  scene.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  though  not  indifferent  to  the  many  real  ills  of  patients  is 
usually  rather  more  concerned  with  their  immediate  demands  as  a 
community.  He  has  general  responsibilities  to  study  objectively 
and  scientifically  the  biological  needs  of  local  people.  Like  the 
naturalist  he  studies  the  ecology  of  man  and  his  environment.  The 
phrase  "sanitary  circumstances"  covers  some  aspects  but  man  is  a 
social  animal.  He  has  not  only  a largely  self-made  environment 
but  also  a habitat  of  emotional  relationships  and  complex  psychological 
attitudes.  Many  of  these  are  now  being  unravelled.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  must  therefore  frequently  return  to  his  pre-medical 
training  and  verse  himself  further  in  the  biological  and  the  behavoural 
sciences  such  an  anthrapology,  psychology  and  their  daughter  subjects 
socialogical  medicine  and  psychological  medicine.  'Social  Work’  is 
only  a means  to  an  end  - the  end  in  this  case  being  an  improvement  in 
the  general  health  of  the  individuals  comprising  a community. 
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There  is  as  yet  little  evidence  that  the  undergraduate  training 
of  doctors  has  yet  been  re-tooled  or  re-orientated  towards  the  needs 
of  the  doctor-biologist o Tradition  says  we  must  be  a doctor 
pathologist  first  and  let  those  who  like  (possibly  outside  the 
profession)  take  up  sociology  and  psychology..  I suppose  this  is  a 
reasonable  view  to  take  if  as  a 'specialist’  one  makes  a habit  of 
scrutinising  one  anatomical  part  of  the  body. 

There  is,  however,  at  present  every  encouragement  to  the  post- 
graduate re-education  of  doctors.  After  all  the  university  education 
which  medical  students  enjoy  is  aimed  at  "dentero-learning"  or 
learning  how  to  learn. 

In  this  overcrowded  country  and  over-commercialised  age  even 
our  wild  aminals  can  no  longer  be  called  either  wild  or  in  natural 
state.  Like  the  conservationist  of  nature,  medical  men  with  community 
medical  responsibilities  must  be  watchful  that  our  technological 
conceit  does  not  sophisticate  and  falsify  our  environment  beyond  the 
powers  of  human  adaptability.  Possibly  we  may  not  be  as  adaptable 
as  we  think.  After  all  it  takes  humans  longer  to  reproduce  a mature 
individual  than  it  does  most  other  animals.  We  also  have  to  maintain 
our  cultural  life  and  traditions.  The  importance  of  avoiding  over- 
crowding has  been  largely  accepted  on  empirical  grounds  but  is  now 
being  substantiated  by  parallel  studies  in  man  and  the  animal  kingdom. 
There  is  evidence  that  behaviour  deteriorates  if  optimal  social 
distance  is  not  maintained.  We  have  accepted  infectious  diseases 
as  related  to  the  density  of  human  environment.  It  appears  that 
many  mental  disturbances  and  social  disorders  may  be  related  to  this 
factor.  The  School  Health  and  Child  Health  Services  are  admirably 
placed  to  study  these  problems  in  the  development  of  the  human  young. 
The  School  Clinical  Medical  Officer  is  very  much  concerned  with 
advising  on  the  balance  between  the  needs  of  the  individual  child 
and  his  school  community  or  the  child  and  his  family  circle. 

The  population  of  the  three  Districts  continues  to  rise.  In 
1967  this  totalled  94,5109  an  increase  of  1,450  on  I966.  Apart 
from  the  natural  increase  by  births  many  families  have  moved  in  from 
other  parts  of  the  country.  Many  I am  sure  would  agree  that  health  - 
physical,  mental  and  social  - has  much  to  do  with  the  quality  of  life 
and  that,  if  our  standards  are  not  only  to  be  maintained  but  improved, 
population  control  is  essential. 


Yours  sincerely. 


B.H.  BURNE 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1 . GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population,  Census  1951  11 » 455 
Population,  Census  I96I  16,297 
Population  (estimated  mid-year  196?)  199950 
Area  (acres  of  District)  5* *489 
NumLer  of  separate  dwellings 

(per  Valuation  List)  6,646 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  ( 51  <>12. 67)  £914*475 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  19 67/68 

(probable)  £5,766 


Comparative  Statistics  - 1954  - 1967 


YEAR 


r 1 

1 

1 

1 

' 1 

i 1954 

1 

1966 

1967 

1 

Population  1 

1 10,240 

I 

19,680 

19,950 

i Rateable  Value  1 

1 

1 £56,465 

1 

£897*259 

£914,475 

1 Product  of  Penny  Rate  | 

\ 1 

£212 

£5,685 

£5,766 

1 Number  of  separate  dwellings  1 

1 1 

1 5,084 

6,485 

6,646 

2 . VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

196 

166 

562 

8 

12 

20 

All 

204 

178 

582 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  19*1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population:  England  & Wales  17.2 

* Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(Comparability  Factor  0.84)  16.0 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate  0.95 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live 

Births  502 


* 


see  page  3 


Stillbirths 


Males 


Females 


Total 


15  4 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  Males  Females  Total 

205  181  586 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

Births  10.0 

Infant  Deaths  Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

of  age  2 46 

ditto  4 weeks  2 24 

ditto  1 week  1 25 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  15 » 7 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  I6.6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks) 

per  1,000  total  live  births  10.5 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

1 week)  per  1,000  total  live  births  7 <>9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births)  ISd 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  deaths  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  Nil 
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Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

All  causes 

96 

85 

181 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

population 

9.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

populations  England  & Wales 

llo2 

* Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Comparability  factor  lo2l) 

llcO 

Ratio  of  Local  adjusted  Death  Rate  to  National 

Death  Rate  0o98 


* The  corrected  hirth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained  when 
the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the  way  in 
which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales,  The  corrected  rates  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Vales,  and  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area. 


A 


Causes  of  Death 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  principal  causes  of 
death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  (80)  which  caused 
approximately  44^  of  the  deaths.  Deaths  from  malignant  conditions 
(52)  accounted  for  approximately  29^  of  the  total  and  those  from 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis  (19)  for  approximately  10^’. 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Males 

1 

Females 

Total 

1 

2. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

- 

1 

1 

4. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

12 

3 

15 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

12 

12 

60 

Malignant  Neonlasm,  Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

7. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

16 

7 

23 

8. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

9o 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

5 

8 

13 

10. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

33 

17 

50 

11. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

12. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

2 

5 

7 

13. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

5 

2 

'7 

1 

14. 

Pneumonia 

3 

8 

11 

15o 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

8 

I6c 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

T 

a. 

2 

17. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

18. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

1 

19. 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

2 

3 

20. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined 
Disease 

4 

10 

14 

21. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

=3 

1 

22. 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

23. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

96 

85 

181 
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nnmTY  qf  Buckingham 

POPULATIONS.  BIRTH  AND  MORTALITY  BATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  196? 


District 

Population 

Census 

1961 

Reg,  Gen, 
Estimated 
Population 

Mid-1967 

Crude  Birth 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Crude  Death 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

URBAN 

(792) 

(271) 

Aylesbury 

27,923 

35,190 

22.5 

7.7 

Beaconsfield 

10,013 

11,720 

12,1 

(142) 

7.3 

(86) 

Bletchley 

17,095 

24,980 

23,3 

(583) 

6.1 

(153) 

Buckingham 

4,379 

4,810 

16,0 

(77) 

7.5 

(36) 

Chesham 

• •••••••••••••••••• 

16,297 

• •«•••••••••••• 

19.950 

19.1 

»••••••• 

(382) 

9.1 

»••••••• 

(181) 

Eton 

3,894 

5,300 

8,3 

(44) 

4.9 

(26) 

High  Wycombe 

49,981 

55,980 

20,1 

(1123) 

8.6 

(480) 

Marlow 

8,724 

10,460 

22,1 

(231) 

9.4 

(93) 

Newport  Pagnell 

4,743 

5,470 

18,8 

(103) 

18.3 

(100) 

Slough 

80,781 

86,860 

18.6 

(1618) 

8.8 

(762) 

Wolverton 

13,113 

13 , 570 

20,6 

(280) 

13.0 

(176) 

TOTAL  URBAN 

236,943 

274,290 

19.6 

(5375) 

8,6 

(2369) 

RURAL 

Amersham 

56,005 

62,840 

16,1 

(1013) 

9.1 

(574) 

Aylesbury 

33,336 

36,570 

17.3 

(634) 

10.0 

(364) 

Buckingham 

8,497 

9,700 

13,9 

(135) 

10.0 

(97) 

Eton 

66,932 

71,540 

13,7 

(980) 

9,0 

(646) 

Newport  Pagnell 

14,107 

14,890 

15,6 

(233) 

11,7 

(174) 

Wing 

9,083 

9,760 

16,7 

(163) 

10,2 

(100) 

Winslow 

7,939 

9,200 

18,5 

(170) 

14.5 

(133) 

Wycombe 

51,252 

63,680 

20,3 

(1295) 

7.5 

(479) 

TOTAL  RURAL 

247,151 

278,180 

16,6 

(4623) 

9.2 

(2567) 

TOTAL  COUInITY 

484,094 

552,470 

18,1 

(9998) 

8.9 

(4936) 

ENGUND  & WALES 

46,071,604 

48,390,800 

. 

4 ■■  ■ ■ ■ ■ 

17.2 

11.2 

J 

NOTE;  In  view  of  the  small  numhers  on  which  some  of  the  rates  quoted  are  based, 
the  actual  numbers  are  given  in  parenthesis  for  the  purpose  of  clearer 
comparison. 
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COUNTY  STATISTICS  - Continued 


District 

] Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

1 Infant 

Mortality 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

Maternal 
ifortality 
per  1,000 
Live  and 
Still-Births 

URBAN 

Aylesbury 

— 

(-) 

13o9 

(11) 

8.8 

(7) 

- 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Arl.... 

Beaconsfield 

0.085 

(1) 

21.1 

(3) 

14.1 

(2) 

Bletchley 

- 

(-) 

10.3 

(6) 

6,9 

(4) 

Buckingham 

— 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(4) 

Chesham 

0„050 

o 

• 

• 

• 

1 — I • 

• 

15.7 

• • 0 • • • • 

10.5 

mm 

Eton 

- 

(-) 

22,7 

(1) 

mm 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(1) 

High  Wycombe 

0.036 

(2) 

8.0 

(9) 

5o3 

(6) 

Marlow 

0.096 

(1) 

13.0 

(3) 

13.0 

(3) 

4o26 

Newport  Pagnell 

- 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

!i! 

Slough 

Wolverton 

0.046 

e. 

22o2 

14.3 

‘ui 

14.2 

14.3 

'f4] 

0.61 

TOTAL  URBAN 

0.033 

(9) 

14c  7 

(79) 

9.9 

(53) 

0o37 

(2) 

RURAL 

Amersham 

0.016 

(1) 

20.7 

(21) 

15.8 

(16) 

— 

(-) 

Aylesbury 

0.027 

(1) 

17.4 

(11) 

14.2 

(9) 

- 

(-) 

Buckingham 

— 

(-) 

22.2 

(3) 

14.8 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

Eton 

— 

(-) 

22.4 

(22) 

17.3 

(17) 

— 

(-) 

Newport  Pagnell 

0.067 

(1) 

12.9 

(3) 

8,6 

(2) 

- 

(-) 

Wing 

0.102 

(1) 

12.3 

(2) 

6.1 

(1) 

- 

(-) 

Winslow 

0.109 

(1) 

(-! 

l-} 

Wycombe 

0.016 

(l) 

12.4 

(16) 

10.8 

(14) 

(-) 

TOTAL  RURAL 

0.022 

(6) 

16.9 

(78) 

13.2 

(61) 

- 

(-) 

TOTAL  COUNTY 

0.027  (15) 

15.7  (157) 

11.4  (114) 

0o20 

(2) 

ENGUND  & WALES 

0.037 

18.3 

12.5 

0.20 
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SECTION  II 

HEALTH  SERVICES 


1 . HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Chesham  Urban  District  is  situated  within  the  area  of  the 
High  Wycombe  & District  Management  Committee  of  the  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board o 


Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows; - 


Pulmonary  Tuber culo si 
General 


Infectious  Diseases 
Mental  Illness 
Maternity  Cases 


s - Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanitorium,  Peppard  Common 

- Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

- Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- Amersham  General  Hospital 

- Tindal  General  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- Wycombe  General  Hospital 

- Chalfonts  and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital 

- Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke  Mandeville 

- St.  John''s  Hospital,  Stone 

- The  Stone  Maternity  Home,  Chalfont  St.  Giles 

- Amersham  General  Hospital 


2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  situated  at  Oxford,  Luton  and  Watford. 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

The  Public  Analyst  for  Buckinghamshire  is  Mr.  Eric  Voelcker, 
AoRoC.S.,  FoRoI.Co,  Analytical  Laboratory,  Stuart  House,  1 Tudor 
Street,  London,  E.Co4 


3.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the  Chesham 
Urban  District  being  covered  by  the  sub“Station  at  Amersham  from 
7 oOO  a.m.  - 11.00  p.m.  The  main  station  at  High  Wycombe  provides 
a 24-hour  cover  to  the  whole  of  the  area. 
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4.  MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 


This  service  is  provided  hy  the  undermentioned  nurses 


Districts  Served 

Name,  Address  and  Qualifications 

Telephone 

of  Nurses 

Number 

Chesham  (except 
The  Vale) 

Miss  M.Eo  Marston,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 
29  Penn  Avenue,  Chesham 

Chesham  2519 

Mrs.  F.Mo  Thomas,  S.R.N.,  Q.N. , 

8 Cherry  Tree  Walk,  Chesham 

Chesham  4750 

Mrs.  S.  Ginger,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , 

St.  Ives,  199  Chartridge  Lane,  Chesham 

Chesham  5126 

5.  CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 

National  Health  Service  Act<,  1946 » Section  28 

A Clinic  has  been  established  at  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital  and 
sessions  are  held  on  alternate  Mondays  between  10  - 11.00  a.m. 
Applications  for  appointments  may  be  made  through  the  County  Health 
Visitors,  General  Practitioners  or  at  the  Public  Health  Department. 


6.  CHILD  HEALTH  CLINICS 


Session 


M.O.  Attends 


Chesham  School  Clinic 
and  Health  Centre, 
Germain  Street 


2.00  p.m.  each  Wednesday  2nd  and  4th  Friday 
and  Friday  each  month  and  1st 

and  5i’d  Wednesday 
each  month 


Chesham  Community  Hall,  2nd  and  4th  Monday  at 
Windsor  Road,  2.00  p.m.  each  month 

Pond  Park 


Each  session 


*Chartridge  Village  Hall  5rd  Thursday  each  month 


Each  session 


*A1 though  situated  in  Amersham  R.D.,  a number  of  Chesham  residents 
form  the  clientele. 


7.  PROPOSED  HEALTH  CENTRE  FOR  CHESHAM 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Section  21 

In  February,  theCounty  Medical  Officer  of  Health  called  an 
informal  meeting  in  Chesham  betv;een  general  practitioners  and 
representatives  of  the  County  Health  Authority.  I attended  as  the 
Council's  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  good  progress  was  made 
towards  the  establishment  of  a Health  Centre  for  Chesham. 


8. 


MEDICAL  COMFORTS  DEPOT 


The  Medical  Comforts  Depot  situated  at  the  rear  of  122  High 
Street,  Chesham,  and  organised  by  the  Chesham  Nursing  Division  of  the 
St,  John's  Ambulance  Brigade,  has  again  rendered  valuable  service  not 
only  in  this  area  but  throughout  the  county. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  General  Practitioners,  Hospital 
and  County  Medical  Social  Workers,  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses 
and  Midwives o 

It  is  a pleasure  to  give  below  the  interesting  and  informative 
report  that  has  been  received  from  Miss  M.F.  Wheeler,  the  officer  in 
charge,  on  the  work  of  the  Depot  during  1967* 

"This  has  been  a year  in  which  it  has  been  evident  that  a medical 
comforts  depot,  to  be  effective,  must  be  integrated  into  the 
existing  health  service  structure,  and  to  do  this  must  carry  the 
widest  possible  selection  of  invalid  aids.  One  must  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  "few  things  in  a cupboard",  which  would  have 
been  acceptable  60  years  ago.  We  now  have  an  increasing  popula- 
tion; an  increasing  emphasis  on  the  care  of  the  invalid  at  home; 
and  the  production  of  so  many  modern  aids  to  nursing  that  there 
must  be  constant  upgrading  of  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the 
stocks  held  in  medical  comforts  depots  if  the  public,  and  the 
medical  profession,  is  to  make  any  use  of  them. 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  we  have  continually  added  to  our  stock 
in  1967.  This  would  not  have  been  possible  if  our  many  friends 
in  Chesham  had  not  supported  the  work  with  kindness  and  generosity. 
Our  heartfelt  gratitude  goes  to  all  of  them. 

The  number  of  patients  who  applied  for  goods  during  the  year  was 
1,019  “ 847  invalids  and  172  maternity  cases.  The  number  of 
articles  lent  was  5* 659* 

A review  of  the  wheel  chair  situation  at  the  beginning  of  December 
showed  that  we  had  90  wheel  chairs  out  in  use  - all  of  modern  type. 

The  Depot  must  offer  a special  note  of  thanks  to  the  County 
Council’s  Health  Department  for  allowing  the  use  of  the  building 
in  which  the  work  is  carried  on,  and  for  permitting  the 
Maintenance  Department  to  do  some  necessary  re-decoration,  with 
which  we  were  very  pleased." 
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9.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DENTISTRY 


Following  the  decision  of  the  Chesham  Council  to  fluoridate 
the  water  supply  of  the  Council’s  undertaking,  discussions  have 
been  held  with  Mr.  Griffiths,  the  Principal  Dental  Officer  of  the 
Bucks  County  Council,  concerning  the  dental  health  of  the  school 
children  in  Chesham  who  will  benefit  when  a fluoridated  water  supply 
becomes  available.  A survey  of  certain  children  will  be  undertaken 
by  Mr.  Young,  Senior  Lecturer  in  Children’s  Dentistry  at  the  Royal 
Dental  Hospital.  This  is  the  teaching  dental  school  of  the  London 
University.  Mr.  Young  has  proposed  that  a number  of  third  year 
dental  students  should  visit  Chesham  to  see  for  themselves  what  is 
done  in  the  community  and  to  involve  themselves  personally  with 
public  health  problems.  Meetings  have  been  arranged  with  Mr.  Young 
and  Mr.  Griffiths  and  a suitable  programme  is  well  advanced. 

There  is  a need  for  undergraduate  teaching  of  not  only  dental 
students  but  also  medical  students  and  it  is  envisaged  that  this 
kind  of  visit  will  become  more  frequent  in  the  future,  particularly 
if  a Health  Centre  is  established  in  Chesham  and  facilities  can  be 
offered  to  study  community  health  problems,  not  only  in  dentistry 
but  also  in  medicine. 

(a  visit  of  dental  students  took  place  as  arranged  in  May 
1968  and  was  highly  successful.  A larger  programme  will  be 
arranged  for  I969). 

10.  SMOKING  IN  PUBLIC  PLACES 

The  Minister  of  Health  made  a statement  to  Parliament  on  the 
27th.  January,  to  which  he  has  given  wide  publicity.  He  states 
that  surveys  have  recently  shown  that  the  number  of  non-smokers  has 
increased  substantially  in  recent  years  and  they  now  constitute 
about  46^  of  the  adult  population.  He  asked  local  Councils  to 
consider  how  far  ”No  Smoking”  can  be  adopted  in  premises  such  as 
public"  halls,  theatres  and  libraries  which  are  owned  by  the  Council. 
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SECTION  III 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1931 

1.  REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE 

AND  ATTENTION 

National  Assistance  Act«  1948 < Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease  or,  "being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (h)  are  unahle  to  devote 
to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention,  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a magistrate 
or  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the 
person  to  a suitable  place. 

In  general  it  is  felt  preferable  for  persons  of  good  mental 
state  to  be  persuaded  to  accept  more  suitable  care  voluntarily « 

Most  patients  and  relatives  will  accept  the  combined  advice  of 
both  general  practitioner  and  medical  officer  of  health  and  can 
see  the  advantages  of  informal  admissions  and  discharges. 

No  formal  action  under  this  Section  was  taken  during  the  year. 


2.  BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD 

National  Assistance  Act,  19^8  - Section  30 

Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to  arrange 
for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no  suit- 
able arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made. 

No  action  under  this  Section  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


3.  HOMELESS  FAMILIES 


A circular  to  all  local  authorities  has  been  issued  jointly 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Home  Office  and  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  This  outlines  the  working  arrange- 
ments of  local  authorities  for  the  assistance  of  families  in 
financial  difficulties  and  is  of  particular  interest  to  me  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  and  as  chairman  of  the 
Standing  Conference  of  professional  workers  in  this  field. 

Special  groups  of  families  are  recognised  as  being  at  greater 
risk  of  becoming  and  remaining  homeless;  these  include  the  families 
of  ex-service  men,  very  large  families  and  the  families  of 
unsupported  mothers,  mothers  who  may  be  widowed,  divorced  or 
unmarried  or  whose  husband  may  have  deserted  them  or  be  in  prison© 
The  provision  of  a house  may  be  the  one  thing  needed  to  enable  a 
mother  to  keep  her  children  together  as  a family. 
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4.  CHESHAM  OLD  PEOPLE'S  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 


The  Temperance  Hall,  leased  from  the  Chesham  Council  and  opened 
in  January  1961,  has  continued  to  be  the  centre  of  activity  by  this 
Committee.  The  Hall  is  open  daily  between  10.00  a.m.  and  4.00  p.m. 
for  the  use  of  the  elderly  people  of  the  town  and  a wide  range  of 
amenities  and  services  are  provided.  Pull  details  of  these  services 
are  given  in  a booklet  published  by  the  Committee  and  distributed  to 
interested  persons  throughout  the  town. 

Mrs.  LoM,  Esseen,  J.P.,  the  Secretary  to  the  Committee,  has 
reported  as  follows  on  the  activities  of  the  centre  during  196? J 

"This  has  not  been  an  exciting  year.  The  work  of  the  Committee 
proceeds  undrama tic ally.  More  volunteers  are  needed  to  run  the 

many  services.  The  estate  car  donated  by  the  Round  Table  is 
well  used  and  costs  the  Committee  about  £100  a year  to  date. 

The  question  of  a garage  nearby  will  arise  when  the  present  one 
is  demolished  for  the  new  road. 

The  biggest  problem  at  the  moment  is  the  enormous  demand  on  the 
'Meals-on-Wheels'  service.  It  is  impossible  to  cook  more  than 
48  meals  at  one  time  in  the  small  kitchen  at  Temperance  Hall, 
and  in  the  winter  particularly  almost  twice  that  number  are 
demanded.  A large  part  of  this  demand  comes  from  the  medical 
social  workers  and  we  do  our  very  best  to  help.  The  luncheon 
club  could  easily  take  greater  numbers  and  we  try  to  alleviate 
the  strain  on  the  meals  taken  out  by  bringing  as  many  old  folk 
as  possible  to  the  Hall  on  Wednesday  and  Friday. 

The  chiropody  and  hairdressing  services  are  also  used  to  capacity. 
I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  how  much  the  old 
people  appreciate  the  small  garden  now  in  full  use  at  the  side 
of  Temperance  Hall." 
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SECTION  lY 

PREVALENCE  ANT  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

1.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INPECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  table  below  gives  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  I967,  together  with  figures  for  the  two  previous  years: 


DISEASE 

Cases  Notified 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Measles 

400 

325 

353 

Sonne  Dysentery 

- 

4 

- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

2 

i 

j*Infective  Hepatitis 

13 

10 

( 

j Scarlet  Fever 

1 

10 

2 1 

, Whooping  Cough 

2 

« t 

*Infective  Hepatitis  became  notifiable  within  the  District  from  the 
1st.  September  I966. 


2.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


The  number  of  children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  in  the  various 
age  groups  is  shown  in  the  table  below: 


j 1 0-3 

^ months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

1 

year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

, TOTAL 

8c  over  j 

Smallpox  j 

Vaccination  1 3 

1 

20 

9 

7 

253 

76 

6 

6 

i 

380  j 

Re-  1 

Vaccination  ! 

i 

1 . . 

3 

26 

4 

1 

) 

1 

; 55 

J 

i ‘ 3 

20 

9 

7 

253 



79 

32 

10 

413  i 

1 
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The  Ministry  of  Health  now  recommends  that  Smallpox  vaccination 
in  children  be  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  one  and  two  years. 

The  incidence  of  side-effects  from  vaccination  is  known  to  be  less 
in  this  a^e  group. 

(b)  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  13/67 
Distribution  of  Smallpox  Vaccine 

Under  the  new  arrangements  described  in  the  Circular,  a supply 
of  Smallpox  vaccine  is  held  in  the  Public  Health  Department  and  is 
available  to  local  general  practitioners. 

From  mid-July  until  the  end  of  the  year,  515  doses  were  issued. 

(c)  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 

The  use  of  Triple  Antigens  - containing  pertussis,  diphtheria 
and  tetanus  prophylactic  - continued  during  1967*  The  following 
table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  who  were  protected  against  these 
diseases . 


/ 

Year  of  Birth 

1967 

1966  '1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

i960 

1959 

00 

ON 

1 — 1 

1957/5 

TOTAL 

Primary  Diph. 

41 

5 

44 

Primary  Diph. 
/Tet. 

5 

8 

1 

1 

13 

Primary  Diph. 

/wc 

I 

t 

Primary  Triple 

75 

284 

51 

7 

6 

5 

5 

1 

412 1 

Primary 
^ Quaxirilin 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

'Reinforcing 
; Injection 

2 

69 

55 

22 

44 

252 

109 

7 

3 

1 

9 

( 

573' 

Primary  WC 

1 

1 

t 

'Primary 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

3 

5; 

118 

556 

86 

29 

50 

260 

121 

9 

4 

1 

13 

1,047: 

I - . I 


(d)  Poliomyelitis 

In  May  1966  a new  schedule  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  was 
put  into  effect,  which  enabled  sabin  oral  vaccine  to  be  given  at  the 
same  time  as  the  injections  of  combined  Diphtheria/Pertussis/Tetanus 
antigen,  thus  reducing  the  number  of  attendances  necessary  to  obtain 
protection  against  these  four  diseases. 
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No  separate  figures  for  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  are  available 
for  the  district. 

(e)  Tuberculosis 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  at  the  age  of  13  years  is  provided  by  the 
School  Health  Service.  In  the  Amersham  and  Chesham  Division  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  that  once  again  there  was  an  excellent  response 

from  parents. 

The  B.C.G,  vaccination  is  preceded  by  a tuberculin  test  which 
indicates  whether  the  individual  has  in  the  past  been  infected  with 
Tuberculosis.  Most  of  these  infections  are  very  mild  and  cause  no 
definite  symptoms.  The  number  reacting  to  this  test  is  a measure 
of  the  past  exposure  of  these  children  to  Tuberculosis,  and  in  this 
context  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  following  figures: 


Year 

Tuberculin  Positive 

1957 

19.2^ 

1958 

14.1^ 

1959 

I3.O/0 

i960 

10,59^ 

1961 

6,5^ 

1962 

4.49^ 

1965 

4c0/o 

1964 

6.0^ 

1965 

4,0^ 

1966 

4o8/o 

1967 

4.9/« 

Those  children  who  react  strongly  to  this  test  are  referred  to 
the  County  Chest  Physician  for  further  investigation,  and  usually  a 
chest  X-ray. 


3.  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  - CHESHAM  VISIT,  1966 

In  January,  a report  was  received  from  the  Organising  Secretary 
of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service, 

Sessions  were  well  attended  on  the  Asheridge  Road  Industrial 
Estate  and  there  was  an  extremely  good  response  from  all  the  larger 
industrial  establishments  in  the  town  centre,  A comprehensive  door- 
to-door  distribution  of  leaflets  was  carried  out  during  the  week 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  public  sessions.  In  addition,  there 
was  publicity  in  the  local  press.  Arrangements  were  made  locally 
for  some  leaflets  to  be  translated  into  Urdu  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  a high  proportion  of  immigrants  attended. 
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Figures  subsequently  available  showed  that  a total  of  4*526 
persons  (2,257  males,  2,269  females)  were  X-rayed.  No  active  cases 
of  pulmonaiy  tuberculosis  were  detected,  and  only  one  case  of  lung 
cancer  was  found. 

During  the  general  public  surveys  conducted  in  Wallingford, 
Wantage  and  Chesham,  findings  carried  an  average  of  about  0.4  cases 
of  notifiable  tuberculosis  per  thousand  examinations.  "It  is  clear 
that  with  findings  of  this  order,  routine  mass  radiography  cannot 
long  be  economically  continued"  is  the  report’ S'  conclusion. 
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SECTION  V 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  number  and  nature  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  is  given  below: - 


Housing  Acts 


Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
(except  multi -occupied) 

Houses  revisited  under  Housing  Acts 

(except  multi-occupied)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Multi -occupied  houses  ...  

Overcrowding  and  ’’permitted  numbers”  suirveys 

Visits  under  Rent  Acts  ...  

Visits  on  connection  with  improvement  grants 
Survey  of  houses  for  improvement  areas  (revisits) 

Compulsory  improvement  of  houses  

Visits  to  housing  applicants.. 

Public  Health  Acts 


No.  of 
Visits 


5 


55 

2 

97 

27 

5 

A 


Primary  visit  to  houses  re  defects 
Revisits  to  houses  re  defects 
Nuisances  from  Animals  and  Refuse 
Caravan  Sites... 

Water  Supplies  ... 

Swimming  Pool  and  Paddling  Pool 
Sewers,  Drains  and  Cesspools... 
Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ... 

Factories 


Power  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Non-Power  Factories  ...  ...  . . . ' 

Other  Premises  (e.g.  Building  Sites)  ... 

Outworkers  Premises 


Food,  and  Food  Premises 


Butchers ...  , „ . , 

Crocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ... 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Hotels 
Works  and  School  Canteens  . 


o • 

« • 


0*0 

• i»  • 


• • • 

0*0 


57 

55 

81 

15 

95 

9 

141 

18 

5 


29 

2 

1 


84 

154 

1 

48 

17 
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Food,  and  Food  Premises  continued 


No,  of 

Visits 


Bakehouses  and  Confectioners, , . ,,, 

Ice-cream  Premises, . c 
Food  Manufacturing  Premises 
XjJLcensed  Premises  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,«• 

Baines  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  o,,  ,,,  ,< 

Visits  to  inspect  foodstuffs  or  take  samples 
Food  Vehicles  and  stalls  inspected 


o o o 

o o e 

0 9 0 


0 0 9 0 0 0 


o o o 

0 o o 

0 0 9 

o o o 

0 9 9 

o o o 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

General  Inspections  , , . 

0 th e r isits  o,,  ,,,  ,«( 

Investigation  of  Accidents  , . . , , < 

Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control 

Rodent  Control  , , . . , . , , . , , . 

Insect  Pests  ,,«  ,,,  ,,, 

Disinfestation  for  insect  pests 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries. , , o , c 
Disinfections  carried  out  , , . , , . 

Pood  Poisoning  enquiries  , , , , . « 

Noise  Abatement 


0 9 0 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 


Visits  to  premises o,,  ,,,  o,. 

Observations  only  ,,»  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  o,,  ,,, 

Clean  Air 


Visits  to  Plant  or  Premises 
Observations  only 


009  OOO  009  009 

OOO  009  OOO  OOO  OOO  009 


Miscellaneous 


Agricultural  Premises 
Pet  Shops 
Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Rag  Flock  Premises... 

Knacker’ s Yard 
Schools  ... 

Hairdressers  , 

Interviews 
Other  miscellaneous  visits 
No  access  - no  one  at  home  , . , 


0 0 9 0 9 0 

090  090  099  OOO 

shments 

OOO  099 

990  999  OOO 

990  099  099 


O 9 

0 9 


009  009  OOO  099 


0 9 

0 9 

OOO 


0 0 9 

9 0 0 

OOO 

0 9 0 

0 9 0 

0 9 9 


9 0 0 

9 9 0 

0 0 9 


OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 

9 0 0 


32 

9 

7 

13 

14 
52 
37 


182 

258 

8 


9 

34 

3 


17 

7 


9 

12 


24 

28 


1 


1 

3 

27 

413 

87 

55 
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Complaints 

Complaints  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department  125 
(excluding  complaints  of  rats  and  mice  which  are 
dealt  with  elsewhere  in  the  Report) . 


2 . INSECT  PESTS 


Numerous  requests  are  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
help  in  dealing  with  insect  pests.  Advice  on  appropriate  control 
methods  is  given  and  where  necessary  treatments  are  carried  out  by 
the  staff  of  the  Department. 

The  most  urgent  calls  for  assistance  are  received  from  the 
occupiers  of  premises  where  wasps’  nests  have  been  located,  and 
during  the  summer  months  the  Council’s  Rodent  Officer  is  employed 
on  the  treatment  of  these  for  lengthy  periods.  In  196?  these  calls 
were  more  numerous  than  usual  and  144  wasps'  nests  were  destroyed. 

No  charge  has  been  made  for  this  service. 

A variety  of  other  insect  pests  were  treated  at  l6  premises. 


3.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  & 1961  - ABATEMENT  OP  NUISANCES 

BY  INFORMAL  ACTION 


As  a result  of  the  investigation  of  complaints  and  during  the 
course  of  routine  work  a wide  variety  of  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances 
are  met  and  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  remedies  are  effected  following  written  or 
verbal  requests  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  without  resort 
to  statutory  procedure. 

During  196? » 27  written  requests  were  made  with  respect  to 
various  defects.  A table  showing  the  type  of  matters  dealt  with 
follows . 
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k 

DEFECT 

NO.  OF 
OCCURRENCES 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

2 

Defective  soil  drainage  systems 

4 

Overflowing  drainage  systems 

2 

Defective  roof  surface  water  drainage 

8 

Dampness  in  dwellings 

26 

Defective  and  leaking  roofs 

5 

Defective  windows 

21 

Defective  floors 

1 

Defective  stairs 

1 

Unsatisfactory  refuse  storage 

1 

Accumulation  of  litter 

( 

1 

1 TOTAL 

72 

j 

4.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  & 1961  - STATUTORY  NOTICES 

If  within  a reasonable  time  the  informal  action  described  above 
fails  to  secure  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  or  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  the  matters  concerned  are  reported  to  the  Council’s  Health 
Committee,  which  authorises  statutory  notices  to  be  servedo  The 
following  is  a statement  of  the  Statutory  Notices  served  and  complied 
with  during  the  year. 


ACT  & SECTION 

NUMBER  OP  NOTICES 

Public  Health 
Act,  1956 

DETAILS 

Outstand- 
ing on 

1,1,67 

Served 

Complied 

With 

Out stand- 1 
ing  on  ! 
31o12o67  i 
-1 

Section  39 

Defective  roof 
surface  water 
drainage 

1 

1 

Section  45 

Defective  water 
closets 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

Section  50 

Overflowing  cess- 
pool serving  4 
dwellings 

1 

1 

— 

Section  93 

Dampness  in 
dwelling 

1 

- 

1 

Section  93 

Defective  and  < 
dangerous  j 
boarded  floor  ‘ 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

^ 

5 



4 

2 
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Vork  Carried  out  by  the  Council 


It  was  necessary  to  utilise  the  Council’s  powers  on  several 
occasions  to  clear  stoppages  in  drainage  systems  common  to  groups 
of  old  houses.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  these  systems 
are  "public  sewers"  which  the  Council  has  a duty  to  "maintain, 
cleanse  and  empty" , although  the  costs  of  any  works  of  repair  or 
renewal  are  recoverable.  The  work  has  been  carried  out  by  labour 
from  the  Surveyor’s  Department.  The  absence  of  proper  inspection 
chambers  to  old  drainage  systems  often  makes  the  work  of  clearing 
stoppages  a lengthy  process. 


5.  NOISE  ABATEMENT 


The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I96O  empowers  a local  authority  to 
take  action  in  respect  of  nuisances  caused  by  noise  and  vibration. 

A total  of  nine  complaints  of  noise  were  received  during  the 
year.  Five  of  the  complaints  were  investigated  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  in  three  cases  it  was  considered  that  nuisances 
existed:  these  were  abated  following  informal  action.  The 
complaints  not  investigated  related  to  matters  where  private  action 
was  advised. 

One  of  the  complaints  which  was  made  by  a group  of  residents 
on  the  edge  of  the  town  was  to  the  effect  that  their  sleep  was 
disturbed  by  a strange  noise  during  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 
The  noise  was  also  heard  in  the  evenings.  The  source  of  the  noise 
could  not  be  identified  with  any  activity  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
houses,  but  was  eventually  traced  to  a farm  some  considerable 
distance  away.  A broken  exhaust  pipe  connected  to  the  milking 
machinery  was  responsible.  The  nuisance  was  promptly  remedied 
once  the  farmer  know  of  the  complaints. 

Several  complaints  were  made  about  the  noise  of  barking  dogs. 

In  these  cases  the  complainants  were  supplied  with  a copy  of  the 
County  Council  Byelaw  under  which  any  three  persons  aggrieved  by  a 
neighbour’s  noisy  animal  may  serve  him  with  a notice  alleging  a 
nuisance.  If  the  nuisance  continues  after  a fortnight  they  may 
take  court  proceedings  for  an  offence  against  the  Byelaw.  Persons 
convicted  are  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  £5.  Residents  seeking 
a remedy  in  this  way  are  advised  to  consult  their  solicitor  before 
taking  action. 
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6 . CLEAN  AIR 


The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  makes  provision  for  abating  the  pollution 
of  the  air, 

A common  complaint  received  from  the  public  was  about  the  burning 
of  trade  refuse  on  bonfires,  A little  progress  has  been  made  towards 
abating  this  nuisance,  some  firms  now  having  their  trade  refuse 
collected  by  the  Council  for  a charge.  One  offender  was  taking  steps 
to  provide  an  incinerator  on  which  to  burn  his  rubbish. 

Section  1 of  the  Act  prohibits  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from 
chimneys  and  a successful  prosecution  was  taken  against  a laundry 
for  an  offence  under  this  Section,  The  laundry  operated  an  oil- 
fired  Lancashire  boiler,  and  despite  the  firm  being  given  a consider- 
able number  of  warnings  that  they  were  contravening  the  Act,  emissions 
continued. 

The  defendants  entered  a plea  of  not  guilty  to  a charge  that 
they  emitted  black  smoke  in  excess  of  the  periods  allowed  in  the 
Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958 • The  Court  imposed 
a fine  of  £25  and  awarded  £10  costs  to  the  Council, 

Section  3 of  the  Act  requires  new  industrial  furnaces  to  be 
as  smokeless  as  practicable  and  the  local  authority  must  be  notified 
of  new  installations.  Two  notifications  of  new  furnaces  were 
received  during  the  year. 

Under  Section  10  of  the  Act  the  local  authority  has  power  to 
reject  plans  showing  new  industrial  chimneys  if  they  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  height  of  the  chimney.  No  such  plans  were  received. 


7.  FOULING  OF  FOOTPATHS  BY  DOGS 


The  Council  has  received  an  increasing  number  of  complaints 
from  members  of  the  public  about  the  fouling  of  footpaths  by  dogs. 

The  public  health  significance  of  this  widespread  nuisance, 
particularly  in  areas  frequented  by  young  children,  cannot  be  over- 
looked, The  strengthening  of  the  County  Council  Byelaw  dealing 
with  this  offence  is  welcome,  but  the  difficulty  of  enforcement 
remains  due  to  the  reluctance  of  persons  tb  report  actual  offenders. 
It  seems  the  only  solution  must  be  to  awaken  the  social  conscience 
of  the  dog-owners  responsible,  who  in  all  other  respects  are  probably 
law  abiding  citizens. 
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SECTION  VI 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OE  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  Public  Water  Supplies 

Main  water  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Council’s  Undertaking  and  the  Undertaking  of  the  Rickman sworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and  amalgamated  companies.  This 
Council's  Undertaking  supplies  about  82^  of  the  total  dwellings 
within  the  district  in  that  part  which  may  be  conveniently  described 
as  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  prior  to  the  extension  of 
boundaries  in  1934. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Undertakings  have  supplied 
main  water  that  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  regard  to  quantity 
and  quality. 

Treatment  and  Plumbo-Solvency  of  Water 

The  main  supplies  receive  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination 
and  the  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Distribution  of  Main  Supplies 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  and  estimated' 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains; - 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Estimated 

Houses 

Caravans 

Population 

Internal  Piped  Supply 

6,612 

- 

19,770 

External  Supply 
(standpipes) 

13 

26 

117 

Adequate  public  water  supplies  were  available  for  all  parts  of 
the  District  in  which  new  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year. 

Sampling  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  piped  water 
supplied  by  the  Chesham  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 
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Forty-nine  samples,  forty-one  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  eight  for  chemical  analysis,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  or  the  Public  Analyst.  One  bacteriological  result  was 
unsatisfactory.  The  sample  was  from  a supply  drawn  from  a storage 
tank  and  after  cleansing  of  the  tank,  further  samples  yielded 
satisfactory  results. 

All  remaining  samples  were  reported  to  be  of  high  chemical 
and  bacteriological  purity  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 


Chemical  Analysis 


The  following  are  copies  of  the  Analyst's  Reports  on  the 
examination  of  samples  from  four  different  sources  of  mains  water: - 


Reference  No.  Sample  Collected  From 


Water  Undertaking 


M0II6 


1 Treachers  Close,  Che sham  Che sham  U.D.C. 


M.48 


M.II7 

M.275 


98  Cresswell  Road,  Chesham 

174  Lye  Green  Road,  Chesham 
92  Berkeley  Avenue,  Chesham 


Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Co. 
(Amersham  Main) 

-"-  (Berkhamsted  Main) 

(Rickmansworth  Main) 


Sample  Ref.  No: 

Appearance 
Reaction  (pH) 

Free  Chlorine 
Total  Solids 
Loss  on  Ignition 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Ammon iacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(5  hrs.  @ 98°F.) 

Hardne  s s , Temporary 
Permanent 
Total 

Metals  - Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 


M.116 

M.48 

M.II7 

M.275 

All  clear  and 

colourless 

7o0 

7.2 

7.1 

6.9 

Parts  per  million 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

580 

358 

380 

558 

15 

15 

16 

14 

0.012 

0.007 

0.005 

Nil 

0.010 

0.008 

0.005 

0.010 

5.0 

3.0 

4.0 

5.5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.3 

240 

250 

230 

280 

20 

23 

28 

20 

260 

273 

258 

500 

Not  found 
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(b)  Private  Veil  Supplies 

Twenty-one  dwellings  and  three  business  premises  in  the  District 
are  dependent  upon  a supply  of  water  from  wells,  these  being  mostly 
deep  bore  wells.  They  are  known  to  yield  an  adequate  supply  all  the 
year  round,  and  the  water  is  of  high  bacteriological  quality. 

Sampling  of  the  water  is  carried  out  from  time  to  time  and  given 
below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  samples  collected  in  1967 » 
together  with  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out.— 


SAMPLING  OF  WELL  WATER  SUPPLIES 

i 

( 

Number 

of 

Samples 

1 

Result  of  Examination  1 

1 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatisfactory  j 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

22 

2 

2 

Chemical 

1 Analysis 

1 

2 

i—— — 

1 

- 

1 1 

The  five  suspicious  and  unsatisfactory  samples  were  all  from  two 
sources,  one  supplying  a house  in  Missenden  Road,  and  the  other  factory 
premises  in  Moor  Road.  In  the  case  of  the  house  supply  surface  water 
entering  the  bore  well  was  responsible  for  the  contamination;  at  the 
factory  pollution  was  due  to  an  accumulation  of  debris  in  the 
inadequately  protected  storage  tank.  Remedial  measures  were  taken  by 
the  owners  and  both  supplies  yielded  satisfactory  results  on  subsequent 
sampling. 


2.  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


Attendances  at  the  Council's  Swimming  Bath  have  decreased  during 
the  year,  in  part  due  to  weather  conditions,  and  in  part  undoubtedly 
to  the  opening  of  the  indoor  pool  at  Amersham. 

Once  again  further  improvements  to  provide  sun-bathing  area, 
spectators  seating  and  toilets  have  had  to  be  postponed  due  to 
financial  restrictions. 

The  bath  is  filled  with  water  from  a well  on  the  site,  and  the 
filtration  and  chlorination  plant  continues  to  ensure  that  the  water 
is  attractive  and  safe  for  bathing  at  all  times.  Eight  samples  of 
water  from  the  bath  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Paddling  Pool  - Lowndes  Park 

The  pool  continues  to  be  popular  with  small  children  and  is 
filled  with  water  from  the  Town’s  mains  supply,  and  further 
chlorinated  and  renewed  at  frequent  intervals. 
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3.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  sewera,?e  of  the  town  is  on  a separate  system,  foul  sewers 
discharging  to  the  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  Latimer  Road. 

V/ork  has  progressed  throughout  the  year  on  the  reconstruction 
of  the  works,  completion  "being  scheduled  for  mid-1968. 

Parts  of  the  District  not  served  "by  Public  Sewer 

A survey  carried  out  in  1953/54  showed  that  approximately  450 
dwellings  were  situated  in  areas  not  served  by  a public  sewer. 

This  number  has  since  increased  with  the  building  of  further  houses 
in  outlying  parts  of  the  town.  Most  of  the  dwellings  drain  to 
either  a sealed  cesspool  or  to  a septic  tank  and  soakaway  into  chalk. 

Cesspools 

Since  1954  sealed  cesspools  only  have  been  permitted  for  new 
dwellings.  These  must  have  a capacity  of  not  less  than  4,000 
gallons,  a capacity  which  is  adequate  for  the  average  household  for 
at  least  two  months.  A typical  cesspool  in  the  Chesham  district 
consists  of  a circular  pit  13  feet  deep  below  the  level  of  the  inlet, 

8 feet  in  diameter,  constructed  in  9"  brickwork  and  cement  rendered 
internally  with  a concrete  base  and  cover. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

T'he  Council’s  machine  emptied  392  cesspools  during  the  year, 

366  at  premises  within  the  District,  the  remainder  in  adjoining  areas. 


4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Household  and  certain  Trade  Refuse  is  collected  within  the 
Urban  District  and  disposal  of  this  is  by  incineration  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  destructor  in  Latimer  Road. 

Maintenance  work  has  been  carried  out  as  required. 

Storage  of  Household  Refuse 

The  paper-sack  system  of  refuse  storage  was  introduced  at 
further  new  dwellings  on  Council  estates  during  1967. 


5.  SLUM  CLEARANCE; 

THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  closing  orders  were  applied  to  two  cottages 
that  were  unfit  for  human  habitationo 

Urban  Renewal 

During  the  year  a further  three  houses  in  the  area  of  Townsend 
Road,  which  is  scheduled  for  future  redevelopment,  were  acquired  by 
the  Council o Of  the  15  houses  in  the  area,  the  purchase  of  seven 
has  now  been  completed « Negotiations  have  been  commenced  for  the 
purchase  of  three  of  the  remainder o 

The  Compulsory  Improvement  of  Houses 

The  Housing  Act,  I964  provided  local  authorities  with  new 
powers  to  secure  the  compulsory  improvement  of  houses,  either 
individually  at  the  request  of  the  tenant,  or  in  a whole  street  or 
streets  by  the  declaration  of  improvement  areas. 

As  previously  reported,  a survey  of  houses  in  Sunny side  Road 
was  carried  out  in  I964,  but  action  to  secTire  the  improvement  of 
the  houses  found  to  lack  amenities  had  since  been  limited  to  the 
encouragement  of  owners  to  carry  out  work  voluntarily.  In  196? 
it  was  decided  to  give  publicity  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  which 
give  a tenant  the  right  to  ask  the  local  authority  to  require  the 
owner  to  improve  the  house  he  occupies.  A letter  explaining  these 
compulsory  powers  was  sent  to  22  tenants  in  Sunnyside  Road.  In 

response  to  this  letter  a representation  to  the  Council  to  use  the 
procedure  was  received  from  one  of  the  tenants,  and  the  owner  of 
the  property  has  been  invited  to  submit  improvement  proposals. 

During  the  year  representations  to  use  these  compulsory  powers 
were  received  from  two  other  tenants.  In  both  cases  the  owners 
indicated  their  intention  to  carry  out  the  improvements  required. 

Following  a suggestion  made  by  the  Council ’s  Housing  Committee 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  I964  relating  to  the  compulsory 
improvement  of  dwellings  are  in  future  to  be  brought  to  the  notice 
of  any  applicants  for  Council  housing  accommodation  who  consider 
that  lack  of  amenities  constitutes  part  of  their  case  for  re-housing 
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6.  GRANTS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 


The  Council  has  continued  to  make  Discretionary  and  Standard 
Grants  for  the  improvement  of  old  houses  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  responsible  for  the  considerable  amount  of  adminis- 
trative work  attached  to  the  operation  of  these  schemes.  The 
Public  Health  Inspectors  made  97  visits  during  the  year  to  advise 
applicants  on  proposals  or  to  inspect  works  in  progress. 

In  the  year  under  review,  a total  of  25  applications  for  both 
types  of  grant  were  received  as  against  18  in  the  previous  year. 
Details  are  given  in  the  tables  following: - 


STANDARD  GRAITTS 


Owner/Occupiers 

Tenanted 

All 

Standard 

Standard 

Applica-  . 
tions 

Total 

5 

point 

3 

point 

5 

point 

3 

point 

Applications  Received 

9 

- 

2 

- 

11 

Applications  Approved 

8 

1 

2 

11 

Applications  Refused* 

1 

** 

1 

Dwellings  Improved 

10 

1 

2 

15 

* Refusal  of  this  application  was  because  work  had  already  started. 


Amount  paid  in  grants 

£1,826.  15.  7d 

Average  grant  per  house 

140.  10.  5ci 

Number  of  amenities  provided 

- fixed  bath  or  shower 

9 

wash-hand  basin 
hot  water  supply 

9 

(to  any  fittings) 
water  closet 

11 

(a)  within  dwelling 

(b)  accessible  from 

10 

dwelling 

- 

food  store 

7 

In  the  years  1959  to  196?  inclusive,  a total  of  88  applications 
for  Standard  Grants  have  been  received,  of  which  78  have  been  approved. 
72  of  the  schemes  have  been  completed. 


- 30  - 


DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Owner/Occupiers 

Tenanted 

Total 

Applications  Received 

12  ' 

1 

2 

14 

Applications  Approved 

10  } 

1 

11 

Applications  Refused 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Dwellings  Improved 

6 1 

1 

1 

7 

Amount  paid  in  grants  £1,665.  0.  Od 

Average  grant  per  house  237*  17.  Od 

Since  1954,  210  applications  for  "Discretionary”  improvement 
grants  have  been  received  and  of  these  199  have  been  approved. 

170  of  the  schemes  have  been  completed. 


7.  IMPROVEMENT  OF  PRE-WAR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


In  addition  to  making  grants  to  the  owners  of  private  dwellings, 
the  Council  are  also  proceeding  with  schemes  of  improvement  and 
modernisation  of  their  own  property.  As  far  back  as  1958,  they 
approved  schemes  for  471  dwellings  out  of  529  properties  built  before 
1946.  The  work  is  made  more  difficult  due  to  the  wide  variety  of 
house  types;  46  different  layouts  for  pre-war  properties  alone. 

The  proposed  schemes  of  improvement  provide  all  the  houses  with 
amenities  of  a standard  equivalent  to  that  of  post-war  properties. 

Hot  water  supply  is  provided  by  means  of  a back  boiler,  independent 
boiler  or  immersion  heater,  according  to  type,  whilst  in  certain 
instances,  additional  improvement  is  effected  by  the  re-arrangement 
of  sculleries,  larders  and  coal  stores. 

In  several  of  the  older  types,  a considerably  improved  layout 
is  obtained  by  demolishing  the  ground  floor  bathrooms  and  W.C.  and 
constructing  a new  bathroom  and  W.C.  on  the  first  floor  by  partition- 
ing off  a section  of  a large  bedroom,  A modern  electrical 
installation,  incorporating  ring  mains  with  adequate  socket  outlets, 
is  also  provided. 

In  the  most  recent  schemes,  partial  central  heating  has  been 
introduced.  Grant  is  only  made  to  the  Council  on  those  items  which 
fall  strictly  within  the  legal  definition  of  "improvement" , and  is 
not  attracted  by  the  general  work  of  modernising  the  dwellings. 
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To  date,  212  dwellings  have  been  modernised.  This  somewhat 
slow  progress  has  been  due  in  the  main  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
tenders  from  satisfactoiry  contractors.  Apart  from  two  small 
contracts,  modernising  25  properties,  this  work  has  been  carried 
out  by  direct  labour. 

In  recent  months,  however,  it  was  decided  to  invite  tenders 
for  a scheme  affecting  14  properties,  A number  of  tenders  were 
received  and  work  should  commence  shortly.  In  these  circumstances, 
it  is  hoped  to  considerably  accelerate  the  speed  of  modernisation 
schemes  by  employing  more  contract  labour. 


8,  HOUSING  REPAIRS 


The  number  of  houses  at  which  repairs  were  carried  out 
following  informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
was  eight.  Action  was  in  most  cases  the  result  of  complaints 
made  to  the  Public  Health  Department  by  the  occupiers  concerned. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act, 
1957  were  received  during  the  year. 

No  routine  house-to-house  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year. 


9.  HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 


The  Housing  Acts,  I96I  and  19^4,  have  given  local  authorities 
extensive  powers  to  control  houses  which  are  let  in  lodgings  or 
which  are  occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  Suitable  and  sufficient 
facilities  may  be  required  together  with  provision  for  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire.  The  number  of  occupants  may  be  limited 
according  to  the  accommodation  or  facilities  available.  Where 
management  standards  are  bad  a code  of  management  may  be  applied 
and  in  extreme  cases  local  authorities  may  take  over  the  property 
under  control  orders. 

During  the  year  action  was  continued  to  persuade  the  landlords 
of  a number  of  multi-occupied  houses  to  comply  with  outstanding 
notices  that  had  been  served  during  I966,  requiring  the  provision 
of  extra  facilities  or  the  provision  of  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire.  Progress  was  hampered  by  several  changes  in  ownership 
and  by  the  serious  difficulty  landlords  had  in  finding  builders 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  work.  Account  has  also  had  to  be 
taken  of  changes  in  the  mode  of  occupation  resulting  from  the 
arrival  of  immigrants’  families  - some  houses  formerly  occupied 
by  single  men  only  now  have  mixed  households  of  families  and 
lodgers. 
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A Direction  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  I96I  limiting 
the  number  of  individuals  who  should  live  in  the  premises  was  made 
in  respect  of  one  house..  Five  such  Directions  are  now  in  operation 
in  the  District. 

A major  difficulty  in  the  enforcement  of  Directions  under 
Section  19  has  become  apparent o During  the  year  reports  were 
received  from  neighbours  that  a house  subject  to  a Direction  was 
grossly  overcrowded.  An  evening  visit  was  made  to  the  premises 
by  two  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  found  that  the  number  of 
occupants  was,  in  fact,  in  excess  of  the  number  permitted.  It 
appeared  that  the  overcrowding  had  arisen  when  the  wife  and  four 
children  of  one  of  the  men  had  arrived  from  abroad  to  live  with 
him.  Visits  to  check  the  number  of  occupants  at  the  house  had 
not  been  made  within  the  previous  six  months,  but  from  information 
supplied  by  the  occupier  the  increase  in  persons  over  the  number 
permitted  had  certainly  taken  place  after  the  operation  of  the 
Direction. 

All  the  available  evidence  was  collected  and  a case  submitted 
to  Counsel  for  advice. 

Where  a Direction  is  operative  it  is  the  duty  of  the  occupier 
(i)  not  to  permit  any  individual  to  take  up  residence  so  as  to 
increase  the  number  above  the  limit;  and  (ii)  if  there  is  more 
than  the  limited  number  at  the  premises  and  someone  leaves  the 
house,  not  to  permit  any  other  individual  to  take  up  residence  in 
the  house. 

Counsel  advised  that  proceedings  for  an  offence  could  only  be 
instituted  in  respect  of  the  day  on  which  residence  was  taken  up; 
there  was  no  continuing  offence.  There  appeared  to  be  no  offence 
under  the  enactment  in  permitting  more  than  the  limited  number  to 
reside  in  the  house.  The  offence  was  permitting  to  take  up 
residence. 

It  would  therefore  seem  necessary  to  make  very  frequent  visits 
to  premises  to  ensure  that  a Direction  was  complied  with,  having 
regard  to  the  six  months*  time  limit  upon  institution  of  summary 
proceedings.  A Local  Authority  might  take  action  if  within  six 
months  they  become  aware  that  a person  had  taken  up  residence  in 
the  house  in  excess  of  the  limited  number,  but  they  could  do  nothing 
when  the  place  was  overcrowded  if  the  people  in  residence  had  been 
at  the  premises  for  more  than  six  months. 

Another  weakness  of  the  procedure  concerns  the  returns  which 
may  be  required  of  occupiers  under  sub-Section  19  (9)  giving  the 
numbers  and  names  of  all  people  living  in  the  house  on  a certain 
date.  These  returns  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  admissible  evidence 
without  corroborative  evidence  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  documents. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  legislation  will  be  amended  so  that 
these  weaknesses  in  the  existing  powers  to  control  overcrowding  will 
be  removed. 
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10 o COUNCIL  HOUSING  IN  CHESHAM 


Luring  I967  the  Council  rehoused  172  families,  including  78 
exchanges.  Since  1946  Chesham  Council  have  provided  alternative 
housing  accommodation  for  2,568  families,  and  the  following  details 
of  the  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  in  the  post-war  period  are 
of  interest. 


1 

1 

1 

Temporary 

Bungalows 

0 0 AoP . 
Bungalows 
and 

Flatlets 

COUNCIL 

TOTALS 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY: 

Year 

Houses 

Plats 

PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATIONS 

1946/ 

1950 

35 

186 

257 

85 

i 

1951/ 

1955 

233 

86 

40 

359 

229 

I 

10  1 

1956/ 

i960 

126 

129 

255 

1,109 

1 

i 

22 

1961/ 

1965 

82 

« 

57 

151 

842 

1 

1966 

11 

29 

40 

70 

- 

1967 

1 

1 

44 

8 

- 

52 

121 

TOTALS  35 

682 

320 

77 

1,114 



2,456 

1 

32 

At  the  close  of  the  year  42  dwellings  were  under  construction 
by  the  Council,  and  194  dwellings  were  under  private  construction. 

Housing  Needs 

The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  which 
is  restricted  to  persons  who  reside  or  work  in  the  town,  numbered 
418  in  December  1967 » This  number  compares  with  562  applicants  in 
the  previous  year.  The  I967  figure  includes  66  applications  from 
elderly  persons  or  couples. 


11.  CARAVAN  SITES 


Three  Licences  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  i960  were  in  operation  during  the  year.  These  sites  were 
occupied  by  single  caravans  only  and  the  Licences  were  for  limited 
periods.  The  conditions  imposed  by  the  Licences,  although  based  on 
the  model  standards,  were  suitably  modified  to  take  account  of  the 
temporary  nature  of  the  sites. 
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Council’s  Caravan  Site  ~ Trapps  Lane 

The  process  of  running-down  the  Council’s  caravan  site  at  Trapps 
Lane  was  started  during  the  yearo  Twenty  six  of  the  46  available 
standings  on  the  site  had  been  vacated  by  December,  This  site  will 
be  used  for  a new  Council  housing  estate,  work  on  which  is  expected 
to  commence  in  mid-1968. 


12.  RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Under  this  Act  is  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable, 
that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

The  Council’s  duties  are  carried  out  by  one  full-time  Rodent 
Officer  working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
His  time  is  divided  between  surveys  and  treatments  of  all  types  of 
premises,  including  farms.  Surveys  are  carried  out  as  a result  of 
notification  by  occupiers  or  in  the  course  of  the  general  inspection 
of  the  District,  The  table  following  shows  that  155  premises  were 
inspected  as  a result  of  notifications,  and  that  1,56?  properties 
were  inspected  in  the  course  of  routine  surveys. 

The  majority  of  infestations  discovered  are  treated  by  the 
Rodent  Officer,  only  a few  occupiers  preferring  to  carry  out  their 
own  treatments,  A charge  is  made  for  treatments  at  business 
premises. 

Informal  notices  requiring  occupiers  of  properties  to  deal  with 
infestations  were  served  on  five  occasions  during  the  year. 

Test  baiting  of  the  Council’s  sewers  for  rats  took  place  in 
April  19670  Only  one  of  the  44  manholes  baited  showed  any  bait 
taken,  A treatment  of  this  and  nearby  manholes  was  duly  carried 
out;  further  baiting  in  December  showed  that  the  treatment  had  been 
successful , 
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A summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below; 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

Number  of  properties  in  district 
(1.4.67) 

7,626  57 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

i 

154  ‘ 1 

55  i 

19  1 - ! 

1 

Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 



: 1 

, 1 

i 

1,550  ' 57  1 

1 ^ : : 

{ 

Total  number  of  properties  where 
treatment  for  rats  and/or  mice 
has  been  completed 

1 

1 

i 

1 

102  - ■ 

▲ 


15.  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  I96I 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  ensure  that  rag  flock  and  other 
filling  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  bedding, 
soft  toys,  etCo,  are  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanlinesso 
Where  such  articles  are  manufactured,  the  Act  provides  for  regis- 
tration of  the  premises o The  premises  of  one  upholsterer  in 
Che sham  are  registered  under  the  Acto 


14 0 WELFARE  OF  ANIMALS 


In  recent  years  three  Acts  of  Parliament  have  given  local 
authorities  duties  in  relation  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  animals o 
These  Acts  are  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 » the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  Act,  19^5 > aJid  the  Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964® 
The  two  former  are  administered  by  the  District  Council  and  the 
latter  by  the  Bucks.  County  Council. 
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Since  March  I966,  Mto  David  Do  Unwin,  BoVetoMedo,  MoRoCoVoSo, 
has  carried  out  the  inspection  of  premises  and  animals  under  the 
Acts  enforced  by  the  Council » Administrative  provisions  are  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(a)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1931 

This  Act  regulates  the  conditions  in  which  pet  animals  are 
kept  pending  sale.  It  provides  for  the  licensing  of  premises  from 
which  pet  animals  are  sold  and  empowers  a Local  Authority  to  make 
conditions  regarding  the  housing  and  care  of  the  pets. 

There  is  one  licensed  pet  shop  in  the  town.  The  conditions 
attached  to  the  licence  have  been  complied  with. 

The  term  "pet  shop"  is  given  a very  wide  interpretation  under 
the  Act,  and  at  the  Chesham  Magistrates’  Court  on  the  ISth.  October 
1967  proceedings  were  taken  by  the  Council  against  a firm  of  whole- 
salers to  the  pet  trade  for  keeping  premises  in  the  District  as  a 
pet  shop  without  the  authority  of  a licence  contrary  to  Section  1 
of  the  Act. 

This  prosecution  following  a chance  visit  by  a Police  Officer 
to  the  warehouse  premises  occupied  by  the  wholesalers.  The  Officer 
discovered  18  wooden  crates  containing  all  together  between  5OO  and 
600  Mediterranean  tortoises.  It  was  understood  that  the  crated 
tortoises  had  been  lying  at  the  premises  for  at  least  a week. 

There  was  evidence  that  imported  tortoises  had  been  kept  at  the 
premises  on  previous  occasions  prior  to  distribution  to  the  pet 
trade . 


The  defendants  sent  a letter  to  the  Court  pleading  guilty. 

The  case  was  proved  and  a fine  of  £20  was  imposed  with  costs  of 
£10  awarded  to  the  Council. 

(b)  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  by 
local  authorities  of  any  establishment  at  which  a business  of 
providing  accommodation  for  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on. 

One  licence  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  premises  accommodating  22  dogs  and  26  cats.  Satisfactory 
conditions  have  been  maintained. 


15.  KNACKER'S  YARD 


The  Knacker's  Yard  situated  at  Broadview  Farm  has  been  licensed 
by  the  Council  during  the  year,  but  few  animals  have  been  slaughtered 
there . 
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The  licence  does  not  authorise  the  slaughter  of  horses  at  the 
premises  but  the  carcases  of  29  horses  killed  at  farms  or  stables 
were  brought  to  the  Yard  during  the  year. 

The  occupier  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  close  down  the 
knacker’s  yard  in  early  I9680 


160  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1957 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Occupiers  of  25  premises  at  which  the  business  of  hairdresser 
or  barber  is  carried  on  are  registered  under  Section  52  of  the 
Buckinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  1957 <> 

Byelaws  as  to  hairdressers  and  baroers  came  into  operation  on 
the  Isto  October  1958 <>  These  byelaws  make  provision  for  securing 
the  cleanliness  of  premises,  of  equipment  used  and  of  persons  working 
on  the  premise So 

Twenty-seven  visits  were  made  by  the  Council’s  Health  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises » On  8 occasions  written  notices  detailing  17 
infringements  of  the  byelaws  were  sent  to  the  persons  responsible. 


17.  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  enforcing  certain  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act  relating  to  health,  and  annexed  to  this  report 
are  tables  giving  particulars  of  the  visits  made  to  factories  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Plans  of  new  factories  are  examined  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  appropriate  comments  are  passed  to  the  architects 
concerned  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  sanitary  conveniences  and 
other  provisions  as  to  health  meet  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

The  principal  industries  in  which  local  factories  are  engaged 
are  indicated  by  the  list  following. 

Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power) 


Descaling  fluid 
Car  accessories 


1 

1 
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Factories  with  Power 


Light  engineering  27 
Woodware,  joinery  and  sawmills  11 
Motor  vehicle  repairs  14 
Printers  ® 
Brushware  5 
Food  manufacture  and  packing  4 
Aircraft  seats  5 


Foundries 

Injection  moulding 


Boot  manufacturers  2 
Instrument  manufacturers  2 
Shoe  repairs  2 
Tubular  furniture  3 
Scrap  sorting  and  packing  2 
Radio  and  TV  repairers  2 
Gas  and  electricity  suppliers  2 
Tailors  2 
Jewellers  1 
Other  industries  25 


120 


Outworkers 


Under  Section  135  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  the  occupier  of 
every  factory  employing  outworkers  in  certain  specified  classes  of 
work  must  send  to  the  District  Council  during  the  months  of  February 
and  August  of  each  year  a list  showing  all  the  outworkers  employed 
by  him  during  the  previous  six  months o A table  showing  the  persons 
employed  as  outworkers  in  the  specified  trades  in  Chesham  is  annexed 
to  the  report. 


17.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1965 

The  Act,  which  came  into  force  during  1964,  makes  provision 
for  securing  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to 
work  in  offices,  shops  and  certain  railway  premises.  The  Council 
are  responsible  for  enforcing  the  general  provisions  of  the  Act  in 
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most  of  the  office  and  shop  premises  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District. 

H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  enforce  the  general  provisions  of  the 
Act  in  railway  premises,  fuel  storage  depots  on  railway  land  and 
factory  offices o In  addition,  they  are  responsible  for  premises 
owned  or  occupied  by  the  Crown  and  those  occupied  by  local  authorities. 
The  fire  provisions  of  the  Act  are,  at  most  premises  in  the  District, 
enforced  by  the  Buckinghamshire  County  Council. 

Last  year’s  Annual  Report  stated  that  there  had  been  a serious 
disruption  of  work  under  the  Act  due  to  the  post  of  additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  having  been  vacant  since  November  I965. 
Following  the  Council’s  decision  to  regrade  the  appointment,  the 
post  was  filled  in  May  196?  and  from  then  onwards  notable  progress 
has  been  made  in  carrying  out  the  Council’s  responsibilities  under 
the  Act, 

Registration  of  Premises 

Section  49  of  the  Act  requires  occupiers  of  premises  within 
scope  to  register  them  with  the  appropriate  authority.  Twenty-nine 
premises  were  newly  registered  with  the  Council  during  the  year. 
Inspection  of  registered  premises  revealed  a number  that  were  no 
longer  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  and  others  that  had  closed  down. 

In  addition,  some  registrations  were  transferred  to  H.M.  Factory 
Inspectorate,  After  removal  of  these  premises  the  total  number  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  202,  20  less  than  the 
corresponding  figure  for  I9660 

Inspection  of  Premises 

All  premises  registered  with  the  authority  have  now  received 
at  least  one  general  inspection  under  the  Act,  A "general  inspection" 
means  one  in  which  notice  is  taken  of  compliance  with  all  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  which  the  authority  enforce.  During  1967? 

182  premises  received  a general  inspection  and  the  total  number  of 
visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  (including  general 
inspections)  was  448. 

Operation  and  General  Provisions  of  the  Act 

Few  premises  on  initial  inspection  have  been  found  to  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  the  Act.  Whilst  some  infringements  found  were 
relatively  minor  ones  involving  such  matters  as  the  absence  of  a 
thermometer  or  the  display  of  an  abstract  of  the  Act,  a substantial 
number  were  concerned  with  defects  or  deficiences  that  seriously 
affected  the  safety,  health  or  welfare  of  employees.  When 
contraventions  have  been  discovered  by  the  Inspectors,  letters  have 
been  sent  to  the  persons  concerned  drawing  their  notice  to  the  items 
at  fault  and  pointing  out  their  legal  obligations  to  comply  with  the 
Act,  At  the  same  time  advice  and  guidance  on  the  steps  necessary 
to  secure  compliance  has  been  given  or  offered. 
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It  is  open  for  the  local  authority  to  take  legal  proceedings 
for  contraventions  as  soon  as  they  are  discovered,  with  the  possibility 
of  heavy  fines  being  imposed  on  offenders,  but  it  is  the  common 
practice  to  adopt  an  informal  approach  in  the  first  instance  and  only 
institute  legal  proceedings  in  the  last  resort.  This  informal  action 
met  with  a good  response  from  the  majority  of  owners  and  occupiers 
who  readily  co-operated  in  bringing  their  premises  up  to  the  standards 
required.  In  sharp  contrast,  however,  a minority  of  employers  have 
been  extremely  reluctant  to  meet  their  obligations,  resenting  inspec- 
tion of  their  premises,  ignoring  requests  and  delaying  compliance 
until  put  under  threat  of  imminent  prosecution.  With  the  staff 
available  it  has  fortunately  been  possible  to  devote  the  time  and 
effort  needed  to  keep  up  the  pressure  on  these  obstructive  employers, 

A reasonable  time  after  notices  have  been  sent  to  persons 
responsible,  follow-up  visits  are  made  to  check  that  the  matters 
concerned  have  been  dealt  with.  These  reinspections  were  still  in 
progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  is  impossible  to  report  fully 
on  the  extent  to  which  compliance  with  the  Act  has  been  achieved. 

Some  time  will  elapse  before  all  the  informal  notices  served  have 
been  complied  with.  Inspecting  officers’  reports  show  that  standards 
at  some  premises  soon  deteriorate  if  regular  visits  are  not  made, 
the  occupiers  constantly  needing  reminders  of  their  obligations. 

This  experience  is  similar  to  that  met  over  the  past  years  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  Many  food  shops  and 
catering  places  are  of  course  subject  to  the  provisions  of  both  the 
Act  and  these  Regulations  so  that  enforcement  is  conveniently  carried 
out  side  by  side . Occupiers  who  have  a record  of  poor  hygiene  in 

their  food  shops  are  more  often  than  not  equally  negligent  when  it 
comes  to  looking  after  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  their 
employees. 

A total  of  150  written  notices  notifying  518  contraventions 
were  sent  out  during  the  year.  An  analysis  of  the  contraventions 
follows . 


Section 
of  Act 


S-gb.lect 


N-umber  of 

Contraventions  found 

& notified  to  owners 

or  occupiers 


5 

Cleanliness 

26 

5 

Overcrowding 

4 

6 

Temperature 

48 

7 

Ventilation 

4 

8 

Lighting 

9 

9 

Sanitary  conveniences 

82 

10 

Washing  facilities 

71 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

6 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

1 

16 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

77 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

59 

24 

First  aid 

56 

50 

Information  for  employees 

75 

Other  matters 

22 

Total 


518 


New  Offices  and  Shops 

As  previously  reported  all  plans  which  are  submitted  to  the 
Council  and  show  new  offices,  shops  or  other  premises  likely  to  be 
within  scope  of  the  Act  are  examined  by  a Public  Health  Inspector 
before  approval « Architects  have  still  to  be  reminded  about  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  and  relevant  Regulations o This  advisory 
work  is  restricted  somewhat  by  the  fact  that  most  new  offices  and 
shops  are  built  to  let  and  at  the  time  when  plans  are  submitted  the 
type  of  business  and  number  of  employees  are  not  known o The 
facilities  agreed  upon  have  therefore  to  be  based  upon  provisional 
figures  and  likely  activities. 


Accidents 


Section  48  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  I965 
requires  occupiers  of  premises  which  are  subject  to  the  Act  to  report 
any  accident  which  causes  the  death  of  an  employee,  or  disables  an 
employee  from  doing  his  normal  work  for  more  than  three  days.  Report 
of  accidents  must  be  submitted  to  the  authority  on  the  prescribed 
form  0SR2. 

In  view  of  the  small  number  of  notifications  received  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Act,  it  was  thought  that  employers  were  failing 
to  report  accidents.  However,  an  informal  discussion  with  a local 
Ministry  of  Social  Security  Officer  has  suggested  that  nearly  all 
notifiable  accidents  have  been  properly  reported. 
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A magazine  published  by  HoMo  Stationery  Office,  called 
"Accidents"  (price  2/6d)  which  in  the  past  dealt  with  advice 
regarding  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  factories,  has  now 
broadened  its  scope  to  include  accidents  in  offices  and  shops. 
Copies  of  a leaflet  describing  the  magazine  have  been  sent  to 
the  larger  firms  in  the  District. 

There  were  seven  accidents  notified  during  the  period  covered 
by  this  report. 


Prescribed  Particulars 

The  appendix  to  the  report  contains  the  following  tables,  giving 
the  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Act. 

TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

TABLE  B - Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 
Registered  Premises 

TABLE  C - Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 
by  Workplace 

TABLE  D - Exemptions 

TABLE  E - Prosecutions 

TABLE  F - Staff 
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SECTION  VII 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD 


1.  MILK 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  Refrulations 

Since  1949?  the  duties  of  Local  Authorities  have  been  concerned 
mainly  with  the  enforcement  of  provisions  relating  to  the  distribution 
of  milk  and  its  handling  and  treatment  at  premises  other  than  dairy 
farms.  The  provisions  with  regard  to  the  infection  of  milk  with 
diseases  communicable  to  man  are  also  the  responsibility  of  Local 
Authorities, 

Four  shopkeepers,  intending  to  sell  either  ’pasteurised’  or 
’ultra-heat  treated’  milk  in  bottles  or  cartons,  were  newly  registered 
as  milk  distributors  during  the  year,  A total  of  nine  milk  distributors 
and  one  dairy  are  registered  in  the  Urban  District.  One  producer/ 
retailer  operates  from  premises  in  the  District, 

Milk  supplies  are  sampled  regularly  by  Officers  of  the  Bucks, 

County  Council  and  tested  for  both  compositional  and  bacteriological 
quality. 

Tests  to  check  the  cleansing  of  milk  bottles  at  the  local  dairy 
are  arranged  regularly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 

During  the  year  56  washed  milk  bottles  in  six  batches  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Although  the  dairy  has  an  installation  to  ensure  the  continuous 
sterilising  of  the  rinse  water,  one  batch  had  unsatisfactory  bacterial 
counts.  After  a representative  of  the  Company  supplying  the  sterilant 
to  the  dairy  had  discussed  the  matter  with  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  checked  the  plant,  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

No  action  to  deal  with  infected  supplies  of  milk  was  necessary 
during  the  year. 
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2 . ICE-CREAM 


The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc,)  Regulations 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district  and  the  ice-cream 
sold  from  the  shops  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety  supplied  by  large 
firms  distributing  on  a national  scale.  The  vehicles  from  which  ice- 
cream is  sold  are  also  operated  by  firms  whose  premises  are  situated 
outside  the  district. 

One  sample  of  ice-cream  was  collected  from  a van  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  grading  of  the  sample  was  satisfactory. 


5.  LIQUID  EGG 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations « 1963 

These  Regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st.  January 
1964,  require  the  pasteurisation  of  liquid  egg  to  be  used  in  food 
intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  other  than  egg  broken  out 
on  the  food  manufacturer’s  premises  and  used  within  24  hours.  The 
Regulations  prescribe  the  method  of  pasteurisation  and  the  test  to 
be  satisfied.  Enforcement  is  the  responsibility  of  Local  Authorities. 
There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 


4 . FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 

(a)  Food  Businesses 

The  table  following  shows  the  categories  of  trade  carried  on 
in  the  food  premises  in  the  District  subject  to  these  Regulations. 
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Principal 

Business 

No. 

Pitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16  + 

Reg.  19 *  * 

applicable 

Pitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Grocery 

58 

58 

58 

36 

Greengrocery 

9 

9 

9 

6 

Butchers 

13 

15 

15 

15 

Vet  Fish 

rs 

d. 

2 

2 

2 

Fish  Frying 

3 

> 

3 

5 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Sweet  Shops 

16 

16 

16 

10 

Catering 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Canteens 

9 

9 

9 

9 

School  Meals 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Manuf  ac  tuning 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

23 

25 

25 

25 

Clubs,  Halls 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Warehouses 

4 

4 

- 

146 

146 

142 

131 

, I 

^ 


NOTE;  + Regulation  16  requires  the  provision  of  wash-hand  basins 
supplied  with  hot  and  cold  or  warm  water o 

* Regulation  19  requires  in  all  food  premises  in  which 
open  food  is  handled  the  provision  of  sinks  or  other  facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipmento  The  occupiers  of  the  11  premises  not 
fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  have  been  granted  Certificates 
of  Exemption  by  the  Council  and  in  granting  these  exemptions  the 
Council  had  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  food  handled,  mainly  fruit, 
vegetables  and  confectionery,  and  the  limited  equipment  used  upon 
the  premise So 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

With  the  vacant  post  of  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  being 
filled  the  majority  of  food  premises  within  the  district  were  inspected. 
Rue  to  the  staff  shortage  in  1966  the  Regulations  could  not  be  properly 
enforced  last  year  and  consequently  a considerable  number  of  offences 
were  found.  This  emphasises  the  regrettable  fact  that,  unless  routine 
inspections  are  maintained  by  Public  Health  Inspectors,  a number  of 
food  traders  allow  the  standards  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  of  their 
premises  to  fall  below  statutory  requirements.  Fortunately,  there  is 
considerable  national  publicity,  admittedly  usually  advertising  the 
merits  of  some  proprietary  cleansing  agent,  or  detergent,  which  is 
indirectly  educating  the  general  public  in  certain  aspects  of  hygiene 
and  the  care  of  food.  As  a result,  members  of  the  public  are  not 
slow  in  complaining  to  the  Health  Department  when  they  become  aware 
of  conditions  which  appear  to  them  to  be  unsatisfactory.  This  form 
of  co-operation  with  the  public  is  welcomed  and  will  be  a major  factor 
in  raising  the  standards  in  food  premises. 
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During  the  year  the  Inspectors  made  411  visits  to  premises  subject 
to  the  Regulations « On  62  occasions  written  notices  detailing 
infringements  found  were  sent  to  the  persons  responsible.  The  matters 
concerned  are  summarised  below: 


Regulation 

Item 

1 No.  of 
Cases 

1 

6 

Equipment  not  kept  clean 

43 

6 

Equipment  in  disrepair 

3 

8 

Food  exposed  to  contamination 

5 

14 

W.C’s.  not  kept  clean 

2 

14 

W.C's.  not  in  efficient  order 

3 

14 

"Wash  your  Hands"  notices  not  displayed 

26 

16 

Wash-hand  basins  not  provided  or  maintained 

22 

17 

First  aid  materials  not  provided  or 

maintained 

16 

18 

Clothing  lockers  not  provided 

3 

19 

Sinks  not  provided  or  maintained 

12 

20 

Insufficient  lighting 

1 

21 

Insufficient  ventilation 

1 

23 

Food  rooms  not  kept  clean 

81 

25 

Food  rooms  in  disrepair 

30 

24 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

. .. 

7 

Total 

253 

(c)  Catering  Hygiene  - Examination  of  Utensil  Swabs 

During  the  year  28  items  of  crockery  and  cutlery  in  use  at 
catering  establishments  were  subjected  to  bacteriological  swab  tests. 
Of  these,  seven  articles  had  a bacterial  count  exceeding  the  standard 
of  100  colonies  per  article,  a standard  which,  although  without  legal 
force,  is  widely  accepted. 

Most  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  came  from  a factory  canteen 
and  following  the  installation  of  new  stainless  steel  sinks  and  the 
adoption  of  advice  given  to  the  person  in  charge,  swabbing  showed  a 
great  improvement. 

(d)  The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  & Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1966 

These  Regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  Ist.  January, 

1967  lay  down  requirements  as  to  food  hygiene  in  respect  of  markets, 
stalls  and  delivery  vehicles. 
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The  principal  changes  from  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  I96O  as  hitherto  applicable  to  markets,  stalls 
and  delivery  vehicles  are  - 

(i)  before  food  is  offered  for  sale  it  must  be  separated  from 
any  food  which  is  unfit  for  human  consumption  (Regulation 

7); 

(ii)  any  person  handling  any  open  food  (i.e.  food  not  adequately 
protected  by  wrappings,  etc.)  must  wear  clean  and  washable 
over-clothing,  except  in  specified  cases  (Regulation  9); 

(iii)  delivery  vehicles  as  well  as  stalls  must  bear  the  owner’s 
name  and  address,  and  both  must  identify  the  place  where 
they  are  kept  or  garaged  (Regulation  I5); 

(iv)  requirements  as  to  the  provision  of  water  supply  and  washing 
facilities  are  extended  to  all  food  businesses  (Regulations 
15,  16  and  18); 

(v)  the  requirement  that  certain  stalls  shall  be  effectively 
covered  and  screened  is  extended  to  all  stalls  selling 
open  food  other  than  raw  vegetables,  unless  the  stall  is 
designed,  constructed  and  operated  so  as  to  protect  the 
food  until  it  is  sold  (Regulation  2l); 

(vi)  the  requirements  as  to  disposal  of  waste  are  extended 
(Regulations  18(e)  and  22). 

A useful  explanatory  booklet  on  the  Regulations,  published  by 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  has  been  distributed  to 
local  food  businesses  carrying  on  a delivery  service.  In  an 
accompanying  letter  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  point  out  to  traders 
that  unless  covered  by  certain  defined  exemptions,  they  had  a choice 
of  either  wrapping  or  otherwise  protecting  the  food  carried  or  of 
providing  water  supply,  washing  facilities  and  first  aid  equipment 
on  the  delivery  vehicles.  The  point  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  fully 
understood  or  accepted  by  some  retailers. 

Thirty-seven  inspections  were  made  of  stalls,  mobile  shops  and 
delivery  vehicles.  On  15  occasions  written  notices  detailing 
infringements  found  were  sent  to  the  persons  responsible.  The 
matters  are  summarised  as  follows. 
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Regulation 

Item 

No.  of 
Cases 

5 

Stalls/Vehicles  not  kept  clean 

4 

7 

Food  exposed  to  contamination 

1 

9 

Overdo thing/head  covering  not  worn 

6 

10 

Food  not  properly  wrapped 

1 

13 

Name/address  not  displayed 

13 

16 

Wash  basin  not  provided  or  maintained 

9 

17 

First-aid  materials  not  provided  or  maintained 

8 

18 

Sinks  not  provided  or  maintained 

5 

19 

Insufficient  lighting  to  stalls 

2 

21 

Stalls  not  properly  screened 

1 

Total 

50 

(e)  Poultry  Inspection 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955 » the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  i960,  apply  to  premises  at  which  poultry  are 
processed  for  sale  and  local  authorities  are  responsible  for  seeing 
that  the  Act  and  Regulations  are  complied  with.  There  are  no  large 
poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District,  hut  processing  on  a 
small  scale  is  carried  on  at  a few  premises.  The  attention  of  two 
of  these  processors  has  been  drawn  to  the  Act  and  Regulations,  and 
to  help  them  in  bringing  their  premises  and  practices  up  to  the 
required  standards  copies  of  the  Code  of  Practice  --  Poultry  Dressing 
and  Packing  - have  been  supplied.  Structural  improvements  are  being 
made  at  one  of  the  premises. 

No  inspection  of  poultry  at  the  premises  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

(f ) Prosecutions 

No  legal  proceedings  for  offences  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  were  taken  during  the  year. 
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5*  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  MAOTIFACTURE,  STORAGE  OR 

SALE  OF  FOOD  UNDER  SECTION  l6  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Premises 

on 

Register 

1966 

Added  to 
Register 

1967 

Removed 

from 

Register 

1967 

Total  on 
Register 

31.12.67 

Sale  and  storage  of 
ice-cream 

61 

- 

- 

61 

Manufacture  of 
ice-cream 

2 

2 * 

Manufacture  of 
Preserved  Pood,  etc. 

24 

24 

Fish  Frying 

4 

- 

- 

4 

TOTALS 

91 

- 

- 

91 

*No  ice-cream  was  manufactured  at  these  premises  in  196?. 


6 . SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Since  September  1959  no  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  Chesham. 
The  few  local  butchers  wishing  to  buy  meat  "on  the  hoof"  now  make  use 
of  the  slaughtering  facilities  available  in  adjoining  districts. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954 

The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the  Register  of 
Slaughtermen: - 


Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st.  December  I966  - 4 
Applications  for  Licences  considered  during  196?  - 0 
Applications  for  Renewals  considered  during  196?  - 3 
Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st.  December  196?  - 3 


7.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 » gives  local  authorities  wide  powers 
to  deal  with  offences  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  food.  Section  2 
of  the  Act  deals  with  food  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or  quality 
demanded,  and  in  certain  instances,  complaints  falling  under  this 
Section  are  passed  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Bucks  County  Council, 
which  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  this  District.  In  other 
cases,  however,  where  it  appears  that  the  offence  is  local  in  character, 
e.g.  the  sale  of  mouldy  food  by  a shopkeeper,  as  the  result  of  poor 
stock  control,  the  matter  is  dealt  with  by  this  Authority. 
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The  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption 
is  covered  by  Section  8 of  the  Act,  and  all  cases  are  handled  by  this 
Council's  Public  Health  Insuectorso 

Eighteen  complaints  relating  to  food  or  food  containers  were 
received  during  the  year.  Six  of  these  were  passed  to  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Bucks.  County  Council.  The  remaining  twelve  cases 
were  investigated  by  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The 
Council  instituted  legal  proceedings  in  three  of  the  twelve  cases 
and  a total  of  £45  in  fines  and  £25<.  10.  Od  in  costs  were  imposed  by 
the  Court. 

Many  shopkeepers  are  still  failing  to  operate  a proper  stock 
control  system.  Products  which  can  rapidly  deteriorate,  unless 
stored  under  suitable  conditions  and  sold  in  proper  rotation,  were 
often  found  to  be  without  any  code  or  reference  by  which  the  shop- 
keeper could  tell  the  date  upon  which  it  was  delivered  to  his 
premises  by  a wholesaler.  The  three  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings 
were  taken  were  all  connected  with  this  problem,  viz.  mouldy  meat 
pie,  mouldy  pasty  and  mouldy  sausage  roll.  The  case  of  the  pasty 
is  worthy  of  mention  in  that  the  filling  had  turned  to  a mass  of 
mould  and  one  can  only  hazard  a guess  as  to  how  long  it  had  been 
lying  around  before  being  sold  to  the  customer.  The  manufacturers 
of  perishable  products  often  advise  the  retailer  to  put  his  own  mark 
on  the  product  when  it  comes  into  his  shop.  The  Department  has 
during  the  year  issued  a pamphlet  to  every  food  business  in  the 
District  called  "Advice  on  the  Retailing  of  Fresh  Meat  Pies,  Cooked 
Meats  and  Fresh  Sausages",  which  sets  out  in  simple  language  the 
steps  to  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the  customer  receives  a fresh  and 
wholesome  product. 

A wide  variety  of  complaints  was  received  ranging  from  "Book 
Lice"  in  packets  of  ground  rice  to  beer  which  was  unpalatable. 

Unsound  Food  Condemned 


A considerable  amount  of  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
to  the  Department  by  traders  during  the  year,  details  of  which  are 
set  out  below. 

One  trader  was  advised  to  remove  from  exposure  for  sale,  a 
quantity  of  canned  goods  which  were  badly  rusted  or  had  labels 
missing.  Enquiries  revealed  that  the  goods  were  12  years  old. 

Another  retailer  was  advised  to  remove  from  display  a quantity 
of  apples  which  were  in  a bruised  and  partly  decomposing  state. 

He  informed  the  Inspector  that  he  was  "selling  them  off  cheap", 
but  after  being  told  that  he  was  selling  food  "unfit  for  human 
consumption",  they  were  swiftly  removed. 
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A sizealDle  voliime  of  frozen  food  from  shop  display  cabinets 
that  had  broken-down  due  to  electrical  or  mechanical  failure,  was 
surrendered.  Whilst  the  food  is  generally  not  unfit  at  the  time 
of  inspection,  it  is  recognised  by  all  concerned  that  the  quality 
of  frozen  food  rapidly  deteriorates  once  it  has  thawed-out;  it 
should  therefore  not  be  re-frozen  and  sold.  Many  of  the 
refrigeration  failures  occur  at  the  large  stores  and  consequently 
much  food  is  lost. 


Weight 


tons 

cwts . 

lbs. 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

5 

60i 

Cooked  meats  and  meat  products 

10 

Canned  meats 

56i 

Fish 

35 

Other  foods 

4 

3 

26 

Total 

4 

9 

56 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  destroyed  by  incineration  at  the 
Council's  plant  in  Latimer  Road,  Chesham. 


B.H.  BURNE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
L.D.  SATURLEY 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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